
Sarah’s Law Disclosure Advice from Cheshire Constabulary  

This ADVICE from Cheshire Constabulary is in relation to the disclosure of information 
within Cheshire under the framework of CSOD’s (Child Sexual Offences Disclosure) 
scheme AKA as Sarah’s Law. 

This report is intended to assist, support and educate our partner agencies with their 
advice to any party that enquires or requests information under this scheme.   

It is important to set out the requirements that must be met before any disclosure can be 
made. The list below is not exhaustive but cover’s likely scenario’s our partner agencies 
may find themselves advising on: 

A CSOD application can be formally made by anyone who requests it, they do not have 
to be an involved party nor have any concerns. However, disclosure will only be made in 
very specific circumstances and only to the person who is in the best position to 
safeguard/protect the child(ren), so not necessarily the applicant. The process involves a 
face-to-face meeting whereby the Police would attend and ensure controlled disclosure. 
For this to happen, the following criteria must be met: 

• A child under 18 years of age has some form of contact with a person who has 
convictions for Child Sexual Offences or is a Registered Sex Offender (RSO). Of 
note, contact has a wide meaning. 

• That the person has other convictions, non-convictions or reports relevant to 
safeguarding Children. This could include non-sexual offences, as there are often 
clear links between sexual and violent offending. Anything that demonstrates the 
subject may pose a risk of harm to the named child(ren) can be disclosed. As 
long as the information has provenance, reliability and credibility, it can be 
considered for disclosure. 

The above process can be advised by partner agencies IF they have no information to 
provide. 

However, if partner agencies are in possession of relevant information, they can make 
the disclosure in order to immediately protect/safeguard a child. In this instance 
partner agencies should make the disclosure and not recommend a Sarah’s Law 
application to the Police.  The disclosure should only confirm that the child is at risk 
and the necessary safeguarding measures that need to be implemented. Any detail 
regarding any live investigation or circumstance of the registered offence outside of the 
conviction should not be disclosed, even if further information is requested. It is a 
misconception that under Sarah’s Law, full disclosure of all offences is provided. 

Finally, if the child is at immediate risk or offences are suspected/disclosed, agencies 
should contact Cheshire Police. Further appropriate action can then be considered. 

If you want to request a Child Sexual Offences Disclosure, you can call 101 or go online 
via the link below:  

 

Refer online via the Cheshire Police website here  

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.cheshire.police.uk%252Frqo%252Frequest%252Fri%252Frequest-information%252Fsarahs-law%252Finformation%252Fv1%252Fsarahs-law-child-sex-offender-disclosure-scheme%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0100019eb196601e-27208972-af2d-4aa9-8f32-e4b3ff23b6c1-000000%2FKFuSw3Mp_F03dkE-jHSS9e3nQtu2RyapItKYCCL2e_M%3D452&data=05%7C02%7CDawn.Lewis%40cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk%7C4790f55a4c9e45fb9fd208dec6f83ff9%7C9cd0230785364d0abe00c4062a2326a2%7C0%7C0%7C639166966719471575%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5xm57EISEr%2Bsj2m2vQ2CXEpFzc2ZkQdbtuujqHRt4Tg%3D&reserved=0

