Class - Year 3 (Suitable for KS2)


Term – Any (free choice unit)


Religion – Baha’i Faith
What is the Baha’i Faith?
RE Skills to develop
I can discuss why worshippers choose to attend a particular place of worship and what it means to belong.
I can reflect on my own values and explore what I can learn from the values of believers. 
I can describe religions and world views, connecting my ideas and prior learning. 

Learning Check in

Emerging: I can talk about who Baha’u’llah was and say why He was important to His followers.
Expected: I can explore some of the key concepts and main figures of the Baha’i Faith. I can explore the teaching of Unity.
Exceeding: I explain who the Bab and Baha’u’llah were in relation to the Baha’i Faith. I can describe the Festival of Ridvan and say why it is important to Baha’is. 
	Week
	Key Concepts
	Our Enquiry Question
	Lesson Content
	Resources

	1
	New Messenger
Baha’i –follower
of Baha’u’llah
One God
	What is the Baha’i Faith?
	Ask the children how many different religions they have heard of. Explain they are going to find out about the Baha’i Faith – have any of them heard of it before? It is the newest world religion which started in 1863.  Display a 9 pointed star (Google images) which is one of the Baha’i symbols. 9 is the biggest single digit, often referred to as the number of unity. Show the ppt downloaded from http://re.bahai.org.uk/classroom-resources/age-7-11-ks2/  bottom of the page “Basic Introduction”. 
Pause and discuss as needed. 

Give children a copy of worksheet B1 from above website. Focus on question 2 at bottom of worksheet – activity is to draw up a list of questions you would like to ask a Baha’i about their religion. 
Try to draw a 9 pointed star. Who can work out best way to do it? (3 triangles interlocked)

	PowerPoint
Worksheet B1 (can be downloaded from website)


	2
	Gateway to new religion

	Who was the Bab?
	Display a picture of a gate (Google images). Discuss the concept of a gate opening to a new religion. Explain that the children are going to find out about The Bab, a Messenger of God whose purpose was to prepare the way for Baha’u’llah, a bit like John the Baptist who prepared people for the coming of Jesus Christ. Show the ppt on the life of the Bab. http://re.bahai.org.uk/bicentenary/
Look at worksheet accompanying the ppt on the website above.  Divide class into small mixed ability groups – each group can have an enlarged copy of a section of the questions to discuss and feed back to class. Record findings. Children can then make a picture of a gate with “The Bab, 1819 – 1850”, opening to reveal the words “Baha’i Faith” in colourful letters inside.
(N.B. the Bab and Baha’u’llah are never depicted in person as Baha’u’llah did not want people to worship His image. Likewise for all the other Messengers of God.)

	PowerPoint
Colouring pens or pencils and plain paper



	3
	Glory of God
Promised One

Ridvan (Paradise)

	Who was Baha’u’llah?
	Ask children to recall previous lesson – who did the Bab announce was coming? It was Baha’u’llah, whose name means “Glory of God”. He lived from 1817 -1892. Show the ppt from http://re.bahai.org.uk/classroom-resources/age-7-11-ks2/  under the red bar on Key Figures. “The history of the Baha’i faith part 1.” 
Explore Baha’u’llah’s childhood – why was He so unusual? Look in detail at the time when Baha’u’llah was in the Garden of Ridvan when He declared His mission. Spray some rose water fragrance then ask children to close eyes, sit quietly whilst listening to relaxing music, and imagine they are in that garden. What did they hear/see/smell/feel? Children can make a picture of the Garden of Ridvan and write on it “The earth is but one country and mankind its citizens” – Baha’u’llah. Children can explore the meaning of this quote.
	PowerPoint
Rose water fragrance

Art materials

	4
	Unity

	Why is Unity so important in the Baha’i Faith?
	Who can recall the quote from the previous lesson? (The earth is but one country…..) Discuss its meaning. Why is world unity so important more than ever today? Follow lesson plan from website – KS2, http://re.bahai.org.uk/classroom-resources/age-7-11-ks2/ Under the red tab on “Teachings and principles, Unity.” Learn the song. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsDHH5T5B5M&feature=youtu.be Design a poster about world unity. Children could include some of the song lyrics.
	Art materials

	5
	Prayer

	How do Baha’is pray and who do they worship?
	Baha’is see prayer as conversation with God. What might people pray for? (Opportunity for spiritual development). http://re.bahai.org.uk/classroom-resources/age-7-11-ks2/ under red tab on Laws and Practices. Look at worksheet C2 on Prayer. Baha’is can pray anywhere although there are some Houses of Worship being built around the wold. Discuss questions given. Give children a copy of the prayer, “Blessed is the spot”. Listen to it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fbM1LbQELGE Children can stick words on paper and illustrate.
	Worksheet C2


	6
	House of worship

	Is there a special place of worship for Baha’is?

	Recall previous lesson – ask the children where do Baha’is pray? Look at ppt on website: http://re.bahai.org.uk/classroom-resources/age-7-11-ks2/ Red Tab on “Holy places – places of worship”. There are more houses of worship being designed and built around the world. There is one planned for UK in the next few years. Children can cut out pictures of some and describe what the main features are. They could add their own design.
	PowerPoint Places of worship
Worksheet D4



